PREFACE
THE main sources of this biography are the well-known Place manuscripts in the British Museum, referred to by their number in the catalogue, and the autobiography and letter-books lately in the possession of Francis Place's descendants, to whom, and especially to Mr. Francis 0. Miors, I have to express my sincere thanks. I am glad to say that by Mr. Miers' generosity the autobiography and letter-books have now been deposited in the Museum with the other manuscripts.
My own work has, of course, by no means exhausted the interest of these documents. I have confined myself to writing Place's life, and have made no attempt to deal Avith the materials which he collected for the general history of his time. Within these limits I have tried to make my book useful to any future historian who may deal with the period, by giving references to the original sources for all statements of fact. For the punctuation of quotations from Place's manuscript I am responsible. Place punctuated extremely badly, and his printed works' were apparently ropunctuatcd by the printer's reader. Ho spelt pretty accurately, but made occasional mistakes, which I have not reproduced. I have further, in one or two instances, corrected little grammatical slips where the insertion of a footnote seemed to be pedantic.
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